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As an Investment Sponsor 
we are creating a specialized investment 
platform that brings together the real estate, 
the tenant pipeline, and the investor capital. 

We understand that institutional investors are 
looking for experienced sponsors who can 
originate deals that they cannot easily find 

themselves.  We are uniquely qualified with 
deep experience in agricultural technologies, 
commercial development, farming and food 

production.
What we do:
• Find the land

• Create the vision
• Obtain zoning and incentives
• Recruit AgTech tenants

• Assemble the investment group
• Develop and manage the project
The investors provide the equity and share in 

the rewards of a secure investment backed by 
real property.

"We identify the 
opportunity, 
secure the land, 
recruit the 
tenants, and 
assemble the 
capital."

The Five-Year Plan



A Note on 
Investment 
Risk

This is not a proposal for 
investment in AgTech 
companies, it is an investment 
in real estate that will support 
the industry and become a 
home for AgTech innovators.

The underlying asset value of 
the investment is in land and 
buildings in a very strong 
commercial real estate market.  
Turner Development built and 
manages 18 commercial 
buildings and has held an 
almost 100% occupancy rate in 
this market location for over a 
decade.  If an AgTech tenant 
struggles financially, they can 
be replaced with another 
tenant, and the underlying 
value of the asset remains.

We Build Ecosystems
Companies rarely relocate because of a building—they 

relocate because an entire environment helps them grow 
faster.  That’s our offer, a living laboratory.

We have partner farms across Western North Carolina that 
will agree to evaluate new technologies, including our own 
50-acre farm just 15 minutes away, Creekside Farm in 

Arden, NC. A company relocating to Fletcher wouldn't just 
lease space—it would immediately gain access to 
demonstration farms, specialty crop growers, livestock 

operations, greenhouse operators, vineyards, orchards, 
performance data, and farmer feedback. That shortens the 
path from prototype to commercial product. We can make 

Fletcher the easiest place in the Southeast to develop, test, 
validate, and launch agricultural technologies, and that 
gives us a value proposition that's difficult for competing 

regions to match.

Test fields at Creekside Farm

Creekside Farm



Robotics
Field 
Sensors

Satellite 
Imaging

Phase One Summary



Practical Solutions: Saving the Rain Forest
Saving the Rain Forests: A big downstream potential.  Making farmers more efficient and 

productive reduces the need for “farm sprawl” around the world (in places like the Amazon 
and Africa) and may even allow us to ‘rewild’ nature in some regions of the world.

AgTech is about efficiency.  It’s a way to ”grow more with less”.
Less inputs, less labor, less damage to the environment.



Phase One Investment



Regional Alignment

Western North Carolina 
is a nationally 

recognized food-centric 
region

Strong local and 
sustainable food culture

Dogwood Health Trust 
identified agrifood tech 

as a regional 
opportunity (Nov 2023)

Alignment with 
environmental health, 

human health, and 
community resilience 

goals

Why Western North Carolina?

Phase One Location

   The location of Phase 1 of the Fletcher AgTech Park.
   Two acres have already been acquired and cleared, ready to build.  Over 
   1 million square feet of commercial space already exists along this corridor.



Location of new Fletcher Technology Park

Use Amount

Land acquisition $1,000,000

Site preparation & grading $   200,000

Roads & parking $   260,000

Utilities & stormwater $   300,000

Building construction $2,300,000

Architecture & engineering $   100,000

Legal, permits & insurance $     75,000

Leasing & marketing $     60,000

Financing costs & interest 

reserve
$   200,000

Contingency $   500,000

Total Uses $5,000,000

Use of Funds (example) 

Source Amount

Construction loan $2,000,000

Institutional equity partner $2,000,000

Sponsor equity (cash or land value) $1,500,000

Public infrastructure grant $   500,000

Total Sources $5,000,000

Source of Funds 

Sources and Uses

A detailed construction plan, budget 
and contractor quotes will be provided, 
along with prospective tenant lease 
agreements, before an investor enters 
into any investment offering.

SCALING
Scaling UP after Completion of Phase 1:  We have already identified 30 prime acres for the 
next phase of development that is part of two tracts of property owned and earmarked for 
commercial development by Fletcher and Henderson County.  We are working with city and  
county officials to try to reserve those tracts for the next phase of our AgTech ecosystem, a 
potential $100 million dollar project.

“Climate change will 
create more risk in our 
already fragile food supply 
chains, which will require 
a dramatic shift in the way 
we look at food in the 
future”

Pasture raised beef at Creekside Farm



Scalability
The AgTech Park concept is scalable and can 
be reproduced in other regions around the 
country and the world, including prime 
locations we’ve identified in The Netherlands.

Global Scalability

Our Next Project



AgTech Cluster Focus

“Billions of dollars have been pouring into the
AgTech sector from large investment firms.”

Global Scalability



An Incidental Benefit from your investment: Save Farmland, Feed People

*For reference only; any deal can be structured differently.



Why is the 
Food 

System 
Changing?

Deteriorating 
public health 

from poor diets 
of processed 

foods 

Rapidly rising 
healthcare 

costs 

Mounting 
environmental 

pressure 

Creates jobs in 
a circular 
economy 

Developer and Sponsor Robert Turner has extensive knowledge in farming     
and food production, much of it gained from his own experiences on his  
farm in Arden, NC.  He is the author of two books related to the subject.



Call to Action

PARTNER WITH 
CITIES & 

COUNTIES TO 
LEAD APPLIED 

AGTECH IN WNC

ATTRACT 
ANCHOR 

TENANTS AND 
INNOVATION 

PARTNERS

BUILD A LONG-
TERM REGIONAL 

ASSET WITH 
NATIONAL 

RELEVANCE

What we build

What we do



The Dogwood Health Trust Report: A Benchmark Study.
Group Principal Robert Turner has been researching and writing about AgTech for over a decade, 

but it was this report, commissioned by Dogwood and prepared by RTI International in 2023, 
that is foundational research for our work as a sponsor for investors looking to change the world.



Ag robotics and 
automation 
companies

Precision agriculture 
and remote sensing 
firms

Biological input 
developers

Food preservation 
and waste reduction 
innovators

Scaling AgTech 
startups (10–100 
employees)

We’re not trying to “import Silicon Valley” — we’re 
formalizing what WNC already is, then giving it 
infrastructure, identity, and political support.

A First of it’s Kind…
In the right place, at the right time.

Target Tenants



Site & Product Overview

Executive Summary:
The Fletcher AgTech Park
A Western North Carolina AgTech Corridor

AgTech is about using precision agriculture to improve farm efficiency.  It can greatly reduce input costs, 
including labor, and improve farmer profits, ensuring a strong agriculture sector for the future.  AgTech also 
improves access to healthy, whole foods and reduces food costs.  AgTech is attracting interest and investment 
because it addresses important societal concerns: Rising food costs, Deteriorating health conditions due to 
poor diets of highly processed foods, Rising health care and health insurance costs. Rising farmer input costs, 
including fertilizers, chemical inputs and diesel fuel that are stressing the business of farming.

The Western North Carolina AgTech Corridor is a phased, mixed-use office/R&D and light industrial 
development in Fletcher, NC, designed to attract and scale agricultural technology companies focused on 
sustainability, precision agriculture, AI, robotics, biologicals, climate science, and food system resilience. The 
project leverages the region’s agricultural heritage, growing innovation ecosystem, food-centric culture, and 
strategic location to create a nationally recognized AgTech hub.

WNC has been in the national news recently because of the devastation from Hurricane Helene.  RESILIENCE 
is not just the ability to bounce back, but to bounce forward.  AgTech improves climate resilience and the 
health of our soils, enabling the ground beneath us to absorb more water, reduce runoff and soil erosion, and 
resist drought.  The new AgTech corridor will show the world how WNC can bounce forward.

The Fletcher AgTech Park 
A first step on the Fletcher Technology Corridor
The innovation district can improve farmer profitability and keep them on their land, improve environmental 
outcomes, local food security, and economic resilience.  This is a very strong, achievable, and politically 
supportable concept for Western North Carolina. We’re not trying to “import Silicon Valley” — we’re 
formalizing what WNC already is, then giving it infrastructure, identity, and political support.
This is not speculative tech. It is:
• Climate-aligned, Workforce-relevant, Place-authentic, Public benefit driven
That combination matters enormously in North Carolina.

AgTech Innovators can connect with real world farmers at Creekside Farm, just 15 minutes away.



Turner Development already has 7 Agrifood Innovators and partners in 
5 AgTech Categories as current tenants. An economic development engine that also supports 

our agricultural heritage and a workforce opportunity 
that will attract young students to STEM education.

1. Market Opportunity

Industry trends
Rapid growth in:

• Precision agriculture & improved farm 
efficiency

• Robotics, drones and automation
• Field sensors and satellite imaging
• Biologicals
• Food waste reduction systems

Increasing regulatory and consumer pressure to reduce 
intensive applications of harmful chemicals. Increasing 
pressure to reduce farm input costs and improve 
farmer profitability.  Growing public concern around 
food security and climate resilience

Regional gap
No dedicated AgTech district in the Southeast
Limited purpose-built space for applied AgTech
Opportunity to lead instead of follow Raleigh/Durham

Regional alignment
WNC’s strong identity around:

• Local & sustainable food
• Environmental stewardship
• Farm-to-table ecosystem

Presence of:
• Small farms
• Specialty crop producers
• Organic and regenerative practices

Strategic advantage
This project is Applied AgTech — not lab-only, 
not software-only — but real-world deployment 
in a complex terrain, including specialty crops in 
environmentally sensitive regions.  That 
differentiates us nationally.

We are positioning 
the AgTech 
corridor as:

A health, resilience, and 
food security intervention



VILLAGE FOOD TRUCK 
PARK AND 

COMMISSARY 

KITCHEN

CITY BAKERY – FOR 
CLOSED LOOP LOCAL 

FOOD SUPPLY CHAINS

SILVER MOON– 
DEVELOPING 

CONTROLLED 

ENVIRONMENT 
AGRICULTURE 

CREEKSIDE FARM FOR 
FIELD TESTING

THIRSTY MONK 
MICROBREWERY

ECOMMERCE FOOD 
DISTRIBUTOR 

2. Competitive Advantage
Location advantage
• Lower cost of office, lab and production space
• Proximity to farms and specialty crops
• Quality of life
• Airport + interstate access

Intellectual leadership
Vast collective food and farming knowledge and experience in 
this region, including organic and Controlled Environment 
Agriculture (greenhouse production).
• Home of NCSU Mountain Horticulture Research Station and 

the NOAA Climate Data Center
• Developer’s nationally recognized AgTech expertise and 

published thought leadership

Authentic ecosystem
• Food-centric culture
• Sustainability-first region
• Existing agricultural base

3. Economic & Community 
Impact
• Improved Diets of healthy whole foods
• High-wage job creation
• Reduced environmental impact
• Improved local food security
• Workforce development
• Regional branding as an AgTech leader

Current Turner Development 
tenants in Agri-food related 
businesses.



Leadership & Credibility   
About the Sponsor

The developer, Robert Turner is a science writer and author of 

numerous books and articles about new technologies in agriculture 

(AgTech).  He’s a columnist for Mother Earth News magazine.  

Turner is also a successful developer of commercial property, and the 

owner of an organic vegetable farm and pasture raised beef operation 

in Arden, NC.  He is also past Co-chair of the Board of Directors at 

Organic Growers School, a leading source of organic education in the 

Southeast.

The AgTech park is not our first crossing at the intersection of food 
and real estate.  Mr. Turner developed one of the first “AgriHood” 
projects in the Southeast, where food and farming become a 
central feature of a new residential neighborhood.

About the Farm

Creekside Farm is a 50-acre farm that operates a successful CSA 
(community supported agriculture) program and grows organic 
vegetables, corn, soybeans, pasture raised chickens and grass-
fed beef.  The farm is a living laboratory where companies can 
meet and collaborate in a real-world setting, and that can help 
them grow faster.

Project led by 
AgTech 

researcher and 
author Robert 

Turner

Author of 
multiple books 
and articles on 

agricultural 
technology

Owner of a 50-
acre organic 

farm with 
strong farmer 
connections

Co-chair of the 
Board at 
Organic 

Growers School

Creekside Farm, Arden, NC.
www.RobertETurner.com



This is the Future of Food
In America



www.EatYourView.com
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